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Welcome   to   the   AVERT   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   Conference!     
  

The  science  and  pracƟce  of  violent  extremism  ;VEͿ  risk  assessment  is  an  emerging  field  of  experƟse                  
compared  to  the  pracƟce  of  risk  assessment  for  other  types  of  crimes͘  This  presents  a  range  of  challenges                    
for  the  development,  validity  and  uƟlisaƟon  of  VE  risk  assessment  tools͘  This  conference  will  bring  together                  
Australasian  and  internaƟonal  academics  and  pracƟƟoners  to  explore  VE  risk  assessment  knowledge  and               
pracƟce͘  The  conference  seeks  to  encourage  the  sharing  of  experƟse,  knowledge,  skills  and  capability͖                
idenƟfy  and  address  gaps  in  capability  and  research,  and  facilitate  the  development  of  collaboraƟve                
partnerships   between   academics,   policymakers   and   pracƟƟoners͘   

  
The  conference  is  convened  by  the  AVERT  Research  Network͘  The  AVERT  Research  Network               
; www͘avert͘net͘au Ϳ  is  a  mulƟdisciplinary,  mulƟͲuniversity  research  iniƟaƟve  administered  at  Deakin            
University s͛  Alfred  Deakin  InsƟtute  for  CiƟzenship  and  GlobalisaƟon  ;ADIͿ  in  Melbourne,  Australia͘  AVERT               
brings  together  academics  across  a  wide  range  of  disciplines  to  engage  with  community  and  government                 
partners  to  address  violent  extremism  and  radicalisaƟon  to  terrorism  through  criƟcal,  evidenceͲbased              
research   and   scholarship͘   This   conference   is   supported   by   funding   from   the   Department   of   Home   Affairs͘   
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  Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   Conference   
  Conference   schedule   

  
Thursday   1È   June   

3   

Welcome     

10:00   Welcome   and   Housekeeping   Notes   
Professor   Michele   Grossman   
CŽŶǀeŶŽƌ͕    AVERT   ReƐeaƌch   NeƚǁŽƌŬ   
Aůfƌed   DeaŬŝŶ   IŶƐƟƚƵƚe   fŽƌ   CŝƟǌeŶƐhŝƉ   aŶd   GůŽbaůŝƐaƟŽŶ͕   DeaŬŝŶ   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

10:10   Conference   Opening   
Dr   Richard   Johnson   
FŝƌƐƚ   AƐƐŝƐƚaŶƚ   SecƌeƚaƌǇ   SŽcŝaů   CŽheƐŝŽŶ   
DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   

10:30   Keynote   Address   1   
Assistant   Commissioner   ScoƩ   Lee   
CŽƵŶƚeƌ   TeƌƌŽƌŝƐŵ   aŶd   SƉecŝaů   IŶǀeƐƟgaƟŽŶƐ   CŽŵŵaŶd     
AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   Fedeƌaů   PŽůŝce   

Session   1   Theories   of   Risk   Assessments   (Chair:   Adrian   Cherney)   

11:00   -   11:20   A   Community   Resilience   Linguistic   Framework   for   Risk   Assessment:   Using   
Second   Order   Moral   Foundations   and   Emotion   on   Social   Media   
Dr   David   Kernot,   Sarah   Leslie   and   MarƟn   Wood   
DefeŶce   ScŝeŶce   aŶd   TechŶŽůŽgǇ   GƌŽƵƉ͕   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   DefeŶce   

11:20   -   11:Å0   Distinguishing   Between   Support   for   Violent   Extremism   and   Mobilising   to   
Violent   Extremist   Action:   Insights   From   Two   Control   Group   Studies   
Associate   Professor   Debra   Smith,    VŝcƚŽƌŝa   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

12:00   LUNCH   

Session   2   Applications   of   Risk   Assessments   (Chair:   John   Cianchi)   

13:00   -   13:20   The   Practical   Application   of   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   in   the   Real   
World:   How   to   Manage   and   Mitigate   the   Risk   to   the   Community   
Commander   Sandra   Booth   and   Associate   Professor   ͬ    FA   Natalie   Davis,   
AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   Fedeƌaů   PŽůŝce   

13:20   -   13:Å0   Using   the   VERA-2R   to   Develop   Treatment   Plans   Based   on   the   
Pro-integration   Model   in   NSW   and   Victoria   
Maggie   Cruikshank   and   Danijela   Dragicevic,    CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   
Matea   Doroc,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

1Å:00   BREAK   
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Session   3   Frameworks   of   Risk   Assessments   (Chair:   Emily   Corner)   

1Å:30   -   1Å:Æ0   Assessing   Change   or   Assessing   Risk:   Is   There   a   Difference?   
Naomi   Prince   and   Filipa   Abreu   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

1Å:Æ0   -   1Æ:10   The   Convergent   Validity   of   the   Radar   Risk   Analysis   Tool   Against   the   
TRAP1É   in   a   Sample   of   Individuals   Charged   with   Terrorism   Offences   in   
Australia   
Dr   Muhammad   Iqbal   and   Christopher   Winter   
VŝcƚŽƌŝa   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

1Æ:10   -   1Æ:30   The   Phoenix   Model   of   Disengagement   and   Deradicalisation:   Implications   
for   Terrorist   and   Violent   Extremist   Risk   Assessment   
Professor   Andrew   Silke,    CƌaŶfieůd   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   
Dr   John   Morrison,    UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   Žf   LŽŶdŽŶ   

1Ç:00   Keynote   Address   2  
Professor   Paul   Gill   
UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   CŽůůege   LŽŶdŽŶ   

1È:00   Closing   Remarks   
Dr   Emily   Corner   
AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   NaƟŽŶaů   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

  



  
  
  

Friday   1É   June   

  
  

5   

Welcome     

Ê:ÅÆ   Opening   Remarks   
Naomi   Prince   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

Session   Å   Implications   Panels   (Chair:   Lydia   Khalil)   

10:00   -   10:30   When   the   Purpose   of   Assessment   Changes:   The   Impact   of   Post   Sentence   
Legislation   on   the   Use   of   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessments   
Naomi   Prince,   Joanna   Wong   and   Bernhard   Ripperger   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

10:30   -   11:00   Working   with   Extremist   Offenders   and   Managing   Residual   Risk   
Professor   Adrian   Cherney,    UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   Žf   QƵeeŶƐůaŶd   
Heather  Jackson  Θ  Rachel  Terry,   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ  Žf  CŽŵŵƵŶŝƟeƐ  aŶd  JƵƐƟce            
NSW   

11:00   -   11:30   Best   Practice   in   Corrective   Services   CVE   Service   Delivery   
Naomi   Prince   and   Katrina   Czerkies,    CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   
Dr   Kelly   Mischel   and   Dr   Matea   Doroc,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

12:00   LUNCH   

Session   Æ   The   Australian   Landscape:   Impacts   and   Implications   (Chair:   Kelly   Mischel)   

13:00   -   13:20   Using   Religious   Assessments   to   (Re)-develop   Re-integration   Responses:   
Case   of   Pro-active   Integrated   Support   Model   (PRISM)   in   NSW   
Dr   Mariam   Farida   and   Dr   Benjamin   Cook   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

13:20   -   13:Æ0   At-Risk   and   Radicalised   Youth   Offenders:   Risk   Assessment,   Risk   
Management   and   Implications   for   Countering   Violent   Extremism   in   an   
Australian   Context   
Steve   Barracosa   and   Dr   Ragini   Patel   
DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   CŽŵŵƵŶŝƟeƐ   aŶd   JƵƐƟce   NSW   

13:Æ0   -   1Å:10   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessments   in   Australia:   One   Clinician’s   
Experience   
Dr   KaƟe   Seidler   
LSC   PƐǇchŽůŽgǇ   

1Å:30   BREAK   

1Å:Æ0   JPICT   Editors   -   Special   issue   on   Violent   Extremist   Risk   Assessment   
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Session   Ç   The   Australian   Landscape:   The   Courts   (Chair:   John   Cianchi)   

1Æ:0Æ   -   1Æ:2Æ   Assessing   the   Risk   of   Violent   Extremism   in   Convicted   Terrorist   Offenders   
for   the   Purpose   of   Continuing   Detention   Orders   
Rachel   Deane,    AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   GŽǀeƌŶŵeŶƚ   SŽůŝcŝƚŽƌ   
Kerrie   Cowan,    DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   
Dr   John   Cianchi,    DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   

1Æ:2Æ   -   1Æ:ÅÆ   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   in   the   Courts:   Professional   and   Ethical   
Challenges   for   the   Expert   Witness  
Dr   Natalie   Pyszora,    WA   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   Heaůƚh   
Dr   Kelly   Mischel,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

1Ç:1Æ   Closing   remarks   
Dr   John   Cianchi   
NaƟŽŶaů   PƌŽgƌaŵ   MaŶageƌ   ŝŶ   CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   aŶd   YŽƵƚh   JƵƐƟce   ŝŶ   ƚhe   
CŽƵŶƚeƌŝŶg   VŝŽůeŶƚ   EǆƚƌeŵŝƐŵ   CeŶƚƌe͕   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   
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Session   1   -   Theories   of   Risk   Assessments   

A   Community   Resilience   Linguistic   Framework   for   Risk   Assessment:   Using   Second   Order   Moral   
Foundations   and   Emotion   on   Social   Media   
David   Kernot,   Sarah   Leslie   and   MarƟn   Wood   
DefeŶce   ScŝeŶce   aŶd   TechŶŽůŽgǇ   GƌŽƵƉ͕   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   DefeŶce   

  
Mainstream  risk  assessment  frameworks  ;e͘g͘,  TRAPͲϭϴ,  ERGϮϮн,  VERAͲϮR,  and  RADARͿ  largely  rely  on               
Structured  Professional  Judgement  and  follow  a  general  process  of  mapping  individuals  against  four               
criƟcal  factors  around  ideology,  affiliaƟon,  grievance,  and  moral  emoƟons͘  Albeit  useful,  the  growing  use                
of  online  communicaƟon  plaƞorms  by  extremists  presents  a  series  of  opportuniƟes  to  complement  or                
extend   exisƟng   risk   assessment   frameworks͘   
    
In  this  presentaƟon,  we  examine  linguisƟc  markers  of  morality  and  emoƟon  in  ideologically  diverse  online                 
discussion  groups  and  discuss  how  our  findings  contribute  to  extant  risk  assessment  frameworks͘               
Specifically,  we  draw  on  social  media  data  from  the  Reddit  plaƞorm  collected  across  a  range  of                  
community  topics͘  A  total  of  ϵϴϴ  threads  containing  ϮϳϮ,Ϯϵϴ  individual  comments  were  processed  before                
construcƟng  highͲorder  models  of  moral  emoƟons͘  This  community  resilience  linguisƟc  framework  was              
developed  using  moral  foundaƟons  theory  and  aggregated  into  second  order  foundaƟons  along  with               
anger  and  fear  emoƟons  to  measure  the  differences  in  the  ideological  spectrum͘  Comparisons  were  then                 
conducted  between  mainstream  leŌ  and  right  poliƟcal  discourse,  anƟͲMuslim  ;farͲrightͿ,  Men s͛  Rights              
;IncelͲlikeͿ,  and  a  nonviolent  apoliƟcal  control  group͘  Findings  show  that  by  comparing  the  second  order                 
moral  foundaƟons  against  two  alternaƟves͗  an  individualising  and  high  emoƟonal  intensity  model,  and  a                
binding  and  high  emoƟonal  intensity  model,  the  individualising  and  high  emoƟonal  model  best  separates                
farͲright  and  IncelͲlike  groups  from  mainstream  poliƟcal  discourse͘  The  implicaƟons  for  extant  risk               
assessment   frameworks   are   discussed   alongside   future   direcƟons͘   

  

Distinguishing   Between   Support   for   Violent   Extremism   and   Mobilising   to   Violent   Extremist   Action:   
Insights   From   Two   Control   Group   Studies   
Debra   Smith   
VŝcƚŽƌŝa   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

  
Research  on  radicalisaƟon  to  violent  extremism  has  been  criƟcised  for  a  lack  of  specificity,  including  a                 
failure  to  effecƟvely  differenƟate  between  those  who  are  broadly  sympatheƟc  to  a  violent  extremist                
movement  and  the  few  people  that  are  inclined  to  act  violently͘  This  paper  presents  insights  from  two                   
projects  that  uƟlised  control  groups  to  disƟnguish  between  supporters  of  violent  extremism  and  those                
that  mobilise  to  violent  extremist  acƟon͘  Control  group  studies  remain  relaƟvely  rare  in  violent  extremist                 
research,  yet  are  an  important  step  in  developing  behavioural  indicators  of  violent  extremism  that  have                 
greater   specificity͘   The   methodological   findings   and   implicaƟons   of   the   projects   are   discussed͘   
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Session   2   -   Applications   of   Risk   Assessments   

The   Practical   Application   of   Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   in   the   Real   World:   How   to   Manage   and   
Mitigate   the   Risk   to   the   Community   
Sandra   Booth   and   Natalie   Davis   
AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   Fedeƌaů   PŽůŝce   

  
Although  there  are  a  number  of  risk  assessment  tools  to  assess  violent  extremism,  they  face  a  number  of                    
challenges͘  In  Australia,  the  deponent  for  a  Control  Order  must  provide  evidence  to  the  court  on  the  risk                    
of  future  terrorist  offending  by  the  individual  on  release  from  prison,  which  is  in  part  based  on  the  risk                     
assessment  provided,  but  also  based  on  the  deponent s͛  experƟse  and  experience  in  law  enforcement                
and  terrorism  invesƟgaƟons͘  UlƟmately,  the  quesƟon  of  unacceptable  risk  is  one  for  the  courts  to                 
determine͘  The  deponent  also  needs  to  manage  the  type  of  risk  likely  such  as  the  risk  of  commiƫng  a                     
domesƟc  terrorist  aƩack,  travelling  overseas  to  fight  with  a  terrorist  group,  supporƟng  or  recruiƟng                
others  to  commit  terrorist  acts,  or  funding  terrorism͘  Controls  built  into  the  Control  Order  then  need  to                   
address  each  of  the  individual͛s  risks,  and  this  may  change  over  Ɵme  as  a  result  of  dynamic  changes͘                    
Those  psychological  pracƟƟoners  who  work  within  invesƟgaƟons,  must  weigh  up  the  risk  assessment,  the                
pracƟcaliƟes  of  miƟgaƟng  those  risks,  and  advise  Command  and  invesƟgators  on  the  management              
opƟons  for  the  individual͘  PracƟƟoners  in  law  enforcement  must  also  work  within  an  environment  where                 
invesƟgators  have  restricƟons  around  what  can  and  cannot  be  done,  a  somewhat  black  and  white                 
operaƟng  environment  based  on  law  and  procedures͘  The  invesƟgator  requires  a  definiƟve  assessment               
to  undertake  their  acƟviƟes͘  Unfortunately,  the  pracƟƟoner  working  in  risk,  which  is  not  ϭϬϬй                
predicƟve,   has   to   collaborate   and   negoƟate   this   space   where   there   are   no   definite   outcomes͘   
    

Using   the   VERA-2R   to   Develop   Treatment   Plans   Based   on   the   Pro-integration   Model   in   NSW   and   
Victoria   
Maggie   Cruikshank   and   Danijela   Dragicevic,    CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   
Matea   Doroc,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

  
The  Risk  Need  Responsivity  ;RNRͿ  Model  is  well  regarded  as  the  gold  standard  approach  to  offender                  
rehabilitaƟon͘  The  model  incorporates  a  set  of  empirically  validated  principles,  which  provide  direcƟon               
for  the  assessment  and  treatment  of  a  wide  range  of  offending  populaƟons͘  These  include  three  key                  
areas  of  risk  assessment  of  an  offender s͛  propensity  to  offend,  the  idenƟficaƟon  of  needs  directly  related                  
to   offending   behaviour,   and   responsivity   to   factors   that   may   impede   treatment   ;Doroc,   ϮϬϭϯͿ͘     

  
In  line  with  the  RNR  model,  the  idenƟficaƟon  of  risk  and  need  is  integral  in  countering  violent  extremism                    
efforts͘  The  VERA  was  first  developed  in  ϮϬϬϵ  to  meet  the  needs  for  a  standardised  and  scienƟfic                   
approach  to  risk  assessment  for  violent  extremism  ;Pressman,  ϮϬϬϵͿ͘  It  uses  a  structured  professional                
judgment  approach,  which  involves  decisionͲmaking  assisted  by  guidelines  derived  from  scienƟfic  and              
professional  knowledge  in  the  field͘  The  VERAͲϮR  is  comprised  of  six  domains,  Beliefs  and  Ideology,  Social                  
Context  and  IntenƟon,  History,  AcƟon  and  Capacity,  Commitment  and  MoƟvaƟon,  ProtecƟveͬRisk             
MiƟgaƟng  Indicators  and  AddiƟonal  Indicators  ;Pressman,  Duits,  Rinne  Θ  Flockton,  ϮϬϭϴͿ͘  The  risk               
assessment  results  produce  an  inͲdepth  understanding  of  the  vulnerable  individual  and  can  be  used  to                 
develop  appropriate  specialised  and  individualised  programs͘  It  is  suggested  that  treatment  planning  can               
be   strengthened   if   it   also   includes   an   understanding   of   the   disengagement   process͘     



  
  
  

ϵ   

  
It  is  well  accepted  that  disengagement  is  one  of  the  three  broad  phases  in  the  life  cycle  of  radicalisaƟon  ʹ                       
͚Becoming ,͛  ͚Being͛  and  ͚Leaving͛  ;Horgan,  ϮϬϬϴa,  p͘ϯͿ͘  As  such,  most  people  who  join  an  extremist  group                  
eventually  leave  ;Bjorgo,  ϮϬϭϯͿ͘  There  are  many  variaƟons  on  what  disengagement  may  look  like͖                
however,  one  conceptualisaƟon  stands  out͘  Based  on  empirical  data  gathered  in  an  Australian  ;Western                
democraƟcͿ  context,  the  ProͲIntegrated  Model  ;PIMͿ  provides  a  framework  for  understanding             
disengagement  from  violent  extremism  and  reintegraƟon  into  society͘  It  comprises  five  domains,  Social               
RelaƟons,  Coping,  IdenƟty,  Ideology  and  AcƟon  OrientaƟon  and  three  levels  of  societal  engagement,               
minimal   engagement,   cauƟous   engagement   and   posiƟve   engagement   ;Barelle,   ϮϬϭϰͿ͘     

  
The  framework  suggests  that  proacƟve  selfͲdevelopment  across  the  domains  supports  an  idenƟty              
transiƟon  and  moves  an  individual  towards  a  state  of  wellbeing  and  connectedness  with  wider  society,                 
which  sustains  disengagement  from  violent  extremism͘  IdenƟfying  risk  and  need  uƟlising  the  VERAͲϮR               
and  incorporaƟng  the  ProͲIntegrated  model  into  treatment  planning  is  a  strengths  based  way  of  assisƟng                 
individuals  to  genuinely  connect  with  society  and  promote  sustained  disengagement  from  violent              
extremism͘    

  

Session   3   -   Frameworks   of   Risk   Assessments   

Assessing   Change   or   Assessing   Risk:   Is   There   a   Difference?   
Naomi   Prince   and   Filipa   Abreu   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

  
The  Risk  Needs  Responsivity  ;RNRͿ  model  which  outlines  ͚what  works͛  for  offenders  is  based  on  the                  
premise  that  the  higher  the  risk,  the  higher  the  intervenƟon  needs͘  More  specifically,  the  idenƟficaƟon  of                  
dynamic  risk  factors  is  used  to  inform  the  specific  intervenƟon  needs  of  an  individual,  with  responsivity                  
consideraƟons  informing  the  best  way  to  enhance  treatment  effecƟveness͘  Many  decision  makers              
consider  the  reducƟon  in  preͲ  and  postͲ  treatment  risk  assessments  as  evidence  of  change͘  The  same  is                   
not  available  for  violent  extremist  offenders  ;VEO s͛Ϳ͘  Whilst  there  has  been  a  significant  improvement  in                 
the  availability  of  risk  assessment  tools  to  assist  a  clinician  in  intervenƟon  planning  and  inform  a  risk                   
judgement  for  VEO s͛,  the  limitaƟons  are  notable͘  The  lack  of  staƟsƟcal  properƟes  remains  an  area  of                  
outstanding   need   and   notable   concern   for   many͘     

  
The  use  of  VE  risk  assessments  within  the  correcƟonal  context  can  be  many  and  varied͘  This  can  include                    
classificaƟon  and  placement  decision,  security  management,  case  planning  needs,  intervenƟon  strategies             
and  to  inform  decision  making  regarding  release  ʹ   both  for  parole  and  for  postͲsentence  schemes͘  Whilst                  
the  applicaƟon  of  a  VE  risk  assessment  can  provide  a  broad  framework  for  an  offender s͛  custodial                  
management   and   intervenƟon   needs   ʹ    how   meaningful   is   it   to   inform   a   change   in   risk?     

  
Risk  assessment  by  its  design  is  impacted  by  Ɵme  and  context  ʹ   this  is  possibly  even  more  relevant  when                     
assessing  an  individual͛s  risk  profile  for  religiously  or  poliƟcally  moƟvated  violence  which  can  be                
influenced  by  external  factors  and  global  events,  as  easily  as  it  can  by  internal  and  intrinsic  factors͘                   
Further,  given  the  restricƟve  and  arƟficial  nature  of  a  correcƟonal  environment  does  a  cessaƟon  of                 
specific   behaviours   warrant   a   reducƟon   in   assessed   risk?    
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In  CSNSW  the  CVE  Programs  model  is  based  upon  the  concept  of  building  resistance  to  radicalisaƟon                  
through  diversion,  disengagement  and  desistance͘  Whilst  intervenƟon  need  is  informed  by  the  risk               
assessment,  intervenƟon  strategies  are  based  on  behavioural  disengagement͘  The  foundaƟon  of             
disengagement  is  behavioural  change,  which  is  observable  and  measurable͘  Whilst  a  terrorism  related               
offender,  regardless  of  their  treatment  progress  will  never  be  assessed  as  NO  risk͖  would  informing  on                  
behavioural   change   and   outstanding   treatment   needs   be   more   meaningful   for   decision   makers?     

  
Prochaska  and  DiClemente s͛  ϭϵϴϮ  transtheoreƟcal  model  for  change  proposes  that  people  transiƟon              
through  defined  stages  in  the  process  of  altering  problemaƟc  behaviour͘   The  stages  are  defined  as͗                 
͞precontemplaƟon͟  where  no  problem  is  acknowledged  and  no  consideraƟon  given  toward  change͖              
͞contemplaƟon͟  where  a  problem  is  acknowledged  and  serious  thought  is  given  to  change͖  ͞ preparaƟon͟                
where  some  behavioural  change  is  iniƟated͖  ͞ acƟon͟  where  substanƟve  behavioural  efforts  are  made  to                
alter  the  previous  paƩerns  of  behaviour͖  and,  ͞ maintenance͟  where  change  is  sustained  across  Ɵme  and                 
context͘  It  is  proposed  by  CSNSW  that  informing  on  behavioural  change  for  CVE  intervenƟon  targets  may                  
provide  an  alternate  and  meaningful  approach  to  understanding  residual  risk  of  VEO s͛͘  More  importantly                
this  strategy  may  meaningfully  inform  decisionͲmakers  of  the  progress  made  by  VEO s͛  engaged  in                
intervenƟon   which   cannot   be   explained   in   reporƟng   an   overall   risk   judgement͘     

  

The   Convergent   Validity   of   the   Radar   Risk   Analysis   Tool   Against   the   TRAP1É   in   a   Sample   of   Individuals  
Charged   with   Terrorism   Offences   in   Australia   
Muhammad   Iqbal   
VŝcƚŽƌŝa   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   

  
This  study  examines  the  convergent  validity  between  the  Radar  risk  analysis  tool  with  other  Violent                 
Extremist  risk  assessmentͬanalysis  tools  used  internaƟonally,  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  these               
tools  are  similar  to  one  another͘   Specifically,  we  compared  the  Radar  risk  analysis  tool  to  the  Terrorist                   
RadicalisaƟon  Assessment  Protocol  ;TRAPϭϴͿ͘  Data  from  ϵϭ  individuals  were  coded  into  these  two  tools͘                
CorrelaƟons  between  total  tool  scores  and  between  total  factor  scores  and  between  total  severity  levels                 
were  calculated͘  Results,  implicaƟons  for  frontͲline  pracƟƟoners,  and  limitaƟons  to  this  study  are               
discussed͘   

  

The   Phoenix   Model   of   Disengagement   and   Deradicalisation:   Implications   for   Terrorist   and   Violent   
Extremist   Risk   Assessment   
Professor   Andrew   Silke,    CƌaŶfieůd   UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   
Dr   John   Morrison,    UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   Žf   LŽŶdŽŶ   

  
This  paper  provides  an  introducƟon  to  the  Phoenix  Model  of  Disengagement  and  DeradicalisaƟon  and                
assesses  its  implicaƟons  in  terms  of  terrorist  and  violent  extremist  risk  assessment͘  The  Phoenix  Model                 
was  designed  following  a  systemaƟc  review  of  the  recent  literature͘  AŌer  screening  more  than  ϴϯ,ϬϬϬ                 
documents,  we  found  Ϯϵ  research  reports  which  met  the  minimum  quality  thresholds͘  ThemaƟc  analysis                
idenƟfied  key  factors  associated  with  disengagement  and  deradicalisaƟon  processes  and  assessing  the              
interacƟons  of  these  factors  produced  the  model͘  The  paper  highlights  the  key  elements  of  the  model                  
which  are  of  direct  relevance  to  risk  assessment͘  Also  explored  are  the  potenƟal  implicaƟons  in  terms  of                   
risk   management   and   case   intervenƟons͘     
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Session   Å   -   Implications   Panels   

When   the   Purpose   of   Assessment   Changes:   The   Impact   of   Post   Sentence   Legislation   on   the   Use   of   
Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessments   
Naomi   Prince,   Joanna   Wong   and   Bernhard   Ripperger   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

  
What   are   the   impacts   and   implicaƟons   of   VE   risk   assessment   when   applied   in   a   post   sentence   scheme?   
The  focus  of  the  presentaƟon  will  be  the  challenges  and  implicaƟons  of  different  uses  of  VE  risk                   
assessment  in  the  context  of  working  with  and  managing  offenders͘  In  parƟcular,  the  discussion  will  look                  
at  issues  that  arise  where  risk  assessment  of  offenders  is  undertaken  both  in  a  therapeuƟcͬintervenƟon                 
context  and  in  the  course  of  legal  proceedings  that  are  informed  by  the  determinaƟon  of  the  risk  posed                    
by   the   offender   ;whether   for   parole   or   post   sentence   schemesͿ͘   
An  exploraƟon  of  several  themes  will  show  that  despite  there  being  some  significant  challenges  involved                 
in  using  VE  risk  assessment  for  these  two  disƟnct  purposes,  it  is  not  the  case  that  the  funcƟons  are                     
incompaƟble  or  anƟtheƟcal͘  Indeed,  provided  there  is  a  mutual  appreciaƟon  between  pracƟƟoners  and               
the  legal  profession  about  the  respecƟve  frameworks  in  which  VE  risk  assessment  is  undertaken  and                 
used,   there   is   an   opportunity   for   mutual   benefit͘   

  
These   themes   include͗   

  
● What  expectaƟons  do  decision  makers  actually  have  about  the  uƟlity  of  risk  assessment  tools                

such   as   the   VERA   ϮR   vs͘   what   pracƟƟoners   may   think   is   being   asked   of   them?   
● InformaƟon  and  experƟse  ʹ   do  the  rules  surrounding  liƟgaƟon  affect  the  ability  of  pracƟƟoners                

to   have   access   to   informaƟon   and   expert   opinion   necessary   to   undertake   an   assessment?   
● What  is  relevant  and  who  decides?  Who  decides  what  is  briefed  to  a  pracƟƟoner  when  different                  

views  may  be  held  about  what  is  relevant  to  an  assessment  of  risk  by  law  enforcementͬlegal                  
profession  and  pracƟƟoners  ;especially  when  the  former  are  looking  for  evidence  supporƟve  or               
risk   and   the   laƩer   are   also   interested   in   evidence   of   the   absence   of   riskͬprotecƟve   factorsͿ?   

● The  pressure  of  decision  ʹ   what  are  the  effects  of  a  Ɵmetable  designed  to  progress  liƟgaƟon  with                   
specific   deadlines   imposed   for   assessing   risk   which   is   itself   contextual   and   dynamic?   

● SeparaƟng  therapyͬintervenƟon  from  intelligence  gathering  ʹ   what  are  the  legal,  ethical  and              
resource   implicaƟons   of   these   mulƟple   demands   on   pracƟƟoners?   

● Transparency  and  accountability  ʹ   the  rule  of  law  vs  the  need  to  protect  aspects  of  the  VERAͲϮR                   
and  how  it  is  used͘  Is  transparency  and  accountability  any  less  important  than  the  validity  of  the                   
VE   assessment   process?   

  

Working   with   Extremist   Offenders   and   Managing   Residual   Risk   
Adrian   Cherney,    UŶŝǀeƌƐŝƚǇ   Žf   QƵeeŶƐůaŶd   
Heather   Jackson   Θ   Rachel   Terry,    DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   CŽŵŵƵŶŝƟeƐ   aŶd   JƵƐƟce   NSW   

  
This  panel  will  examine  the  relaƟonship  between  intervenƟons  aimed  at  working  with  individuals  who                
have  radicalised  to  violent  extremism  and  the  management  of  residual  risk͘  Research  and  pracƟƟoner                
experience  relaƟng  to  the  NSW  Engagement  and  Support  Program  ;ESPͿ  and  the  ProacƟve  Integrated                
Support  Model  ;PRISMͿ  program  will  be  discussed͘  How  these  intervenƟons  aim  to  address  residual  risk                 
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through  addressing  protecƟve  factors  and  promoƟng  client  change  will  be  addressed  and  implicaƟons  for                
risk   assessment   considered͘   Research   data   and   a   case   study   will   be   presented͘     

  

Best   Practice   in   Corrective   Services   CVE   Service   Delivery   
Naomi   Prince   and   Katrina   Czerkies,    CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   
Kelly   Mischel   and   Matea   Doroc,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

  
CorrecƟons  Victoria  and  CorrecƟve  Services  New  South  Wales  are  acƟvely  engaged  in  countering  violent                
extremism   and   contribuƟng   to   community   safety͘   
    

The  organisaƟons  have  awareness  of  different  forms  of  violent  extremism  and  the  capability  to  idenƟfy                 
causes  and  indicators  of  radicalisaƟon  across  the  ideological  spectrum  and  respond  accordingly͘  At  risk                
prisonersͬoffenders  are  idenƟfied,  assessed  and  intervened  with  as  early  as  possible,  to  reduce  their  risk                 
of   violent   extremism   and   encourage   disengagement   from   violent   extremist   views   and   behaviour͘    
    

Our  approach  to  countering  violent  extremism  is  responsive  and  can  adapt  when  necessary  to  remain  in                  
line  with  emerging  evidence  and  best  pracƟce͘  In  our  responses  to  violent  extremist  prisonersͬoffenders                
we  idenƟfy  and  appropriately  place  prisoners,  have  robust  risk  assessments  tools  in  place  to  idenƟfy                 
individual  riskͬneeds  and  apply  appropriate,  individually  tailored  intervenƟons  to  address  violent             
extremist   viewsͬbehaviours͘   

  

Session   Æ   -   The   Australian   Landscape:   Impacts   and   Implications   

Using   Religious   Assessments   to   (Re)-develop   Re-integration   Responses:   Case   of   Pro-active   Integrated   
Support   Model   (PRISM)   in   NSW   
Mariam   Farida   and   Benjamin   Cook   
CŽƌƌecƟǀe   SeƌǀŝceƐ   NSW   

  
Ideologicalͬreligious  intervenƟon  oŌen  features  prominently  in  most  disengagement  and           
deͲradicalisaƟon  programs͘  While  some  programs  focus  on  a  change  in  beliefs  ;deͲradicalisaƟonͿ,  others               
focus  on  a  change  of  behaviour  Ͳ  which  will  oŌen  be  a  sideͲeffect  of  disengagementͲrelated  acƟviƟes͘                  
This  paper  aims  at  idenƟfying  indicators  of  religion  in  framing  some  of  the  offenders͛  moƟvaƟons͘  It  is                   
suggested  that,  rather  than  being  a  primary  moƟvator  for  extremist  behaviours,  religionͬ  ideology  is  a                 
frame  through  which  intrinsic  moƟvaƟons  are  expressed͘  This  paper  highlights  how  some  of  the                
religiousͬideological  assessments  carried  out  in  PRISM  can  play  a  role  in  uƟlising  a  religiousͬideological                
frame  of  the  offender  to  create  specific  reͲintegraƟon  responses  as  part  of  its  tailored  case  management                  
mulƟdisciplinary  approach͘  Fundamentally,  the  degree  and  scope  of  religiousͬideological  support            
remains  a  challenging  topic  in  the  area  of  countering  violent  extremist  research͘  Consequently,  the  paper                 
will  shed  some  light  on  how  the  idenƟficaƟon  formed  in  religious  intervenƟon  sessions  is  then  uƟlised  in                   
forming   an   intervenƟon   plan   for   each   offender   based   on   their   level   of   religiousͬideological   knowledge͘   
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At-Risk   and   Radicalised   Youth   Offenders:   Risk   Assessment,   Risk   Management   and   Implications   for  
Countering   Violent   Extremism   in   an   Australian   Context   
Steve   Barracosa   and   Ragina   Patel   
DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   CŽŵŵƵŶŝƟeƐ   aŶd   JƵƐƟce   NSW   

  
The  Youth  JusƟce  New  South  Wales  Countering  Violent  Extremism  ;CVEͿ  framework  was  established  in                
ϮϬϭϴ  and  was  described  as  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Australia͘  It  is  grounded  in  collaboraƟve  clientͲfocused                    
approaches  to  early  idenƟficaƟon,  diversionary  and  disengagementͲbased  intervenƟons  for  atͲrisk  and             
radicalised  youth  offenders͘  This  includes  the  implementaƟon  of  a  number  of  violent  extremism  risk                
assessment   tools͘   Most   of   these   tools   have   a   limited   empirical   foundaƟon   for   applicaƟon   with   youth͘     

  
This  presentaƟon  will  address  the  experiences  and  lessons  learned  by  Youth  JusƟce  New  South  Wales                 
and  its  youthͲspecific  CVE  Unit͘  It  will  explore  the  role  of  violent  extremism  risk  assessment  tools  for  the                    
assessment,  case  management  and  intervenƟon  of  atͲrisk  and  radicalised  youth  offenders͘  This  work  is                
being  conducted  in  custodial  and  communityͲbased  youth  criminal  jusƟce  seƫngs͘  It  entails  a  framework                
where  CVEͲspecific  experƟse  and  violent  extremism  risk  assessments  are  supplemented  by             
mulƟdisciplinary  clientͲfocused  approaches,  and  general  criminogenic  and  psychometric  measures  to            
support  rehabilitaƟon  and  social  reintegraƟon  process͘  This  includes  accounƟng  for  child  and  adolescent               
developmental   vulnerability   and   violent   extremism   risk   in   equal   measure͘   

  

Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessments   in   Australia:   One   Clinician’s   Experience   
KaƟe   Seidler   
LSC   PƐǇchŽůŽgǇ   

  
I  have  been  pracƟsing  as  a  clinical  and  forensic  psychologist  in  New  South  Wales  for  approximately  Ϯϱ                   
years  throughout  which  I  have  been  assessing  and  treaƟng  offenders  both  in  custody  and  in  the                  
community͘  I  have  had  a  special  interest  in  cultural  idenƟty  and  experience  and  criminal  violence  and  in                   
recent  years,  this  has  led  me  to  pracƟce  in  the  area  of  terrorism  and  violent  extremism͘  In  parƟcular,  I                     
have  been  interested  in  how  the  experience  of  cultural  migraƟon  and  dislocaƟon  can  develop  fragile                 
idenƟty  for  some,  leading  to  exaggerated  forms  of  masculinity  ;e͘g͘,  gang  membership  and  voiceͿ  as  a                  
form  of  social  capital͘  This  has  parƟcular  implicaƟons  for  understanding  the  sociopsychological              
funcƟoning  of  children  of  migrant  parents  in  mulƟcultural  naƟons  like  Australia͘  To  date,  I  have  assessed                  
over  Ϯϱ  individuals  who  have  been  idenƟfied  as  either  at  risk  for  radicalisaƟonͬextremism  or  who  have                  
engaged  in  acts  of  violent  extremism  and  on  the  basis  of  these  assessments,  provided  expert  evidence  in                   
various  legal  jurisdicƟons͘  In  addiƟon,  I  have  been  involved  in  the  provision  of  psychological  treatment  to                  
one  such  individual͘  This  paper  will  discuss  my  clinical  experience  in  this  unique  and  dynamic  space͘  In                   
parƟcular,  I  will  focus  on  the  challenges  of  risk  assessment  and  risk  management  with  this  client  group,                   
including  the  ways  in  which  these  challenges  are  manifest  in  the  contested  environment  of  Court͘  In                  
addiƟon,  I  will  discuss  the  unique  contribuƟons  that  forensic  psychology  can  make  to  an  understanding  of                  
this  phenomenon  in  Australia,  with  a  focus  on  reviewing  the  trends  evident  in  the  ͞ dataΖΖ  collected                  
through   my   pracƟce   to   date͘   
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Session   Ç   -   Australian   Landscape:   The   Courts   

Assessing   the   Risk   of   Violent   Extremism   in   Convicted   Terrorist   Offenders   for   the   Purpose   of   Continuing   
Detention   Orders   
Rachel   Deane,    AƵƐƚƌaůŝaŶ   GŽǀeƌŶŵeŶƚ   SŽůŝcŝƚŽƌ   
John   Cianchi,    DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   
Kerrie   Cowan,    DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   HŽŵe   AffaŝƌƐ   

  
The  Minister  for  Home  Affairs  ;represented  by  the  Australian  Government  SolicitorͿ  was  the  applicant  for                 
the  first  conƟnuing  detenƟon  order  in  relaƟon  to  a  terrorist  offender  under  Division  ϭϬϱA  of  the  Criminal                   
Code  Act  ϭϵϵϱ  ;CthͿ͘  To  obtain  a  conƟnuing  detenƟon  order  the  Court  must  be  saƟsfied  to  a  high  degree                     
of  probability  that  the  person  is  an  unacceptable  risk  of  commiƫng  a  serious  terrorism  offence  and  that                   
no  less  restricƟve  measure  will  address  that  risk͘  On  Ϯϰ  December  ϮϬϮϭ  the  Supreme  Court  of  Victoria                   
;Tinney  JͿ  granted  the  Minister s͛  applicaƟon  for  a  conƟnuing  detenƟon  order  in  relaƟon  to  Abdul  Nacer                  
Benbrika   for   a   period   of   ϯ   years͘   

  
As  part  of  the  Minister s͛  case,  the  Minister  relied  upon  the  expert  opinion  of  two  psychologists  in  relaƟon                    
to  the  risk  that  Mr  Benbrika  posed  of  commiƫng  a  serious  Part  ϱ͘ϯ  terrorism  offence͘  In  providing  their                    
expert  opinions,  one  of  the  tools  that  the  two  psychologists  uƟlised  was  the  VERAͲϮR  tool͘  The  expert                   
opinion  evidence  of  the  two  psychologists  ;and  in  parƟcular,  the  validity  of  the  VERAͲϮR  toolͿ  was  the                   
subject  of  challenge  by  the  Defendant͘  The  Defendant  also  called  his  own  expert  evidence  from  a                  
psychologist  who  gave  evidence  about  the  ability  to  assess  the  risk  of  violent  extremism͘  The  Supreme                  
Court  of  Victoria  accepted  the  evidence  of  the  two  psychologists  who  used  the  VERAͲϮR  tool͘  The                  
proceeding  is  a  useful  case  study  on  how  the  science  and  pracƟce  of  violent  extremism  risk  assessment                   
was   applied   in   a   curialͬ   judicial   context͘   Amongst   other   things,   the   following   topics   will   be   explored͗   

  
ϭ͘   The   use   that   the   Department   of   Home   Affairs   makes   of   the   VERAͲϮR   tool͘   
Ϯ͘  The  legislaƟve  context  in  Division  ϭϬϱA  of  the  Criminal  Code  Act  ϭϵϵϱ  ;CthͿ  relevant  to  the  role  that  a                      
violent  extremism  assessment  might  play͘  This  will  include  examining  the  assessment  of  risk  that  a  Court                  
is  required  to  undertake  and  the  process  established  by  Division  ϭϬϱA  of  the  Code  for  assisƟng  the  Court                    
to   assess   that   risk   ;including   expertsͿ͘   
ϯ͘  The  ways  in  which  the  expert  psychologists  for  the  Minister  and  the  Defendant  approached  the                  
assessment  of  risk  in  this  parƟcular  case,  the  Court s͛  assessment  of  those  opinions  and  the  Court s͛  views                   
about   the   assessment   of   violent   extremism͘   
ϰ͘  A  reflecƟon  on  some  of  the  challenges  arising  in  this  space  including  dealing  with  sensiƟve                 
informaƟon,   scienƟfic   validaƟon   and   acquiring   experƟse   in   violent   extremism   risk   assessment͘   

  

Violent   Extremism   Risk   Assessment   in   the   Courts:   Professional   and   Ethical   Challenges   for   the   Expert   
Witness   
Natalie   Pyszora,    WA   DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ   Žf   Heaůƚh     
Kelly   Mischel,    CŽƌƌecƟŽŶƐ   VŝcƚŽƌŝa   

  
Natalie  will  provide  an  introducƟon  to  the  role  of  the  expert  witness  in  assessing  risk  of  violent                   
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extremism   including͗   
  

Psychologists  and  psychiatrists  being  instructed  as  expert  witnesses  to  advise  the  court  on  risk  of  future                  
terrorist  offending  at  point  of  sentence  for  a  terrorist  offence  or  approaching  release  of  a  convicted                  
prisoner   posing   a   risk   of   future   terrorist   offending͘   What   makes   an   ͞ expert͟   in   this   field?   

  
The  expert  witness  needs  to  have  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  scienƟfic  underpinning  ;and                
limitaƟonsͿ  of  the  tools  used  ;e͘g͘  DPP  for  WA  v  Mangolomara  ;ϮϬϬϳͿ  WASC  ϳϭͿ  and  be  aware  of  the                     
potenƟal  for  courts  to  misunderstand  and  misuse  risk  assessments,  assigning  greater  accuracy  and               
inevitability  to  predicted  behaviours  than  is  warranted͘  Tension  arises  as  the  law  deals  in  dichotomous                 
categorical   certainty   and   psychiatryͬpsychology   work   with   diverse,   dimensional   probability͘   
    

Kelly   will   provide   an   overview   of   expert   witness   report   wriƟng͗   
  

When  compleƟng  VE  risk  assessments  the  pracƟƟoner  is  including  the  likelihood  of  the  risk  and  the                  
severity  or  the  harm͘  As  part  of  a  comprehensive  assessment  report  pracƟƟoners  include  risk  miƟgaƟng                 
strategies  and  case  management  strategies͘  How  can  pracƟƟoners  who  work  with  VE  offenders  produce                
reports  that  can  assist  the  court  in  making  decisions  in  violent  extremism  conƟnuing  detenƟon                
applicaƟons͘   
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Filipa   Abreu   
Filipa s͛  current  role  is  as  a  Senior  Psychologist  in  the  ProacƟve             
Assessment  and  IntervenƟon  Service  ;PRAXISͿ  Team  within  Countering          
Violent  Extremism  ;CVEͿ  Programs,  CSNSW͘  She  commenced  in  this  role            
in  ϮϬϭϴ͘  Filipa  holds  a  Master  of  Forensic  Psychology  degree  and  is  a               
Board  Approved  Supervisor͘   She  has  worked  within  CSNSW  since  ϮϬϬϳ͘            
Throughout  her  career  within  CSNSW  Filipa  has  extensive  experience  as            
managing,  supervising  and  leading  mulƟdisciplinary  teams  as  a  Senior           
Psychologist  and  TherapeuƟc  Manager  across  stateͲwide  programs,         
including  within  the  Violent  Offenders  TherapeuƟc  Program  ;VOTPͿ  and           
the  Intensive  Drug  Θ  Alcohol  TherapeuƟc  Program  ;IDATPͿ͘  Filipa  has            
extensive  experience  in  both  the  assessment  and  intervenƟon  ;group  and            
individualͿ  within  both  custodial  and  community  seƫngs͘  She  has           
demonstrated  experƟse  in  assessing  offenders  both  in  custody  and  in  the             
community͘  Filipa  has  wide  ranging  skills  and  experience  in           
comprehensive  risk  assessments  and  wriƟng  forensic  psychological         
reports͘  She  has  experience  in  undertaking  comprehensive  risk          
assessments  for  high  risk  offenders  for  the  purpose  of  legal  proceedings             
under  the  Crimes  ;High  Risk  OffendersͿ  Act  ϮϬϬϲ  and  the  Terrorism  ;High              
Risk   OffendersͿ   Act   ϮϬϭϳ͘   

  

 

Steve   Barracosa   
Steve  Barracosa  is  the  Senior  Manager  of  the  YJNSW  CVE  Unit͘  He  is  a                
Psychologist  and  a  PhD  Candidate  at  the  School  of  Social  Science  at  the               
University  of  Queensland͘  Steve s͛  area  of  research  is  juvenile           
radicalisaƟon  and  violent  extremism  risk  assessment͘  He  is  a  cerƟfied            
user  and  accredited  trainer  of  the  VERAͲϮR  tool  and  a  number  of              
addiƟonal  violent  extremism  risk  assessment  measures͘  Steve  is  a  court            
appointment  expert  for  CVE  proceedings  in  the  NSW  Children s͛  Court  and             
has  experience  in  the  development  and  implementaƟon  of  CVE  services            
in   both   youth   and   adult   criminal   jusƟce   seƫngs͘   
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Sandra   Booth   
Commander  Sandra  Booth  began  her  policing  career  with  the  Australian            
Federal  Police  in  ϮϬϬϬ,  has  diverse  experience  in  criminal  invesƟgaƟons            
and  has  worked  in  a  broad  range  of  operaƟonal  areas  including͖  ACT              
Policing,  Specialist  Response  Group,  People  Smuggling,  Organised  Crime          
and  Intelligence͘  Sandra  is  currently  responsible  for  Enduring  Risk           
InvesƟgaƟons  which  manages  AFP  responsibiliƟes  in  relaƟon  to  the           
release  of  High  Risk  Terrorist  Offenders  and  NaƟonal  Known  EnƟty            
Management  and  DisrupƟon͘  Sandra  has  been  conferred  with  a  Masters            
in  Leadership  and  Management  from  Charles  Sturt  University,  and  has            
been  awarded  the  Commissioner s͛  Group  CitaƟon  for  Conspicuous          
Conduct,   amongst   others͘   

  

 

Adrian   Cherney   
Adrian  Cherney  is  a  Professor  in  the  School  of  Social  Science  at  the               
University  of  Queensland͘  He  is  currently  an  Australian  Research  Council            
Future  Fellow͘  He  has  completed  evaluaƟons  of  programs  to  counter            
violent  extremism  and  is  conducƟng  research  on  radicalisaƟon,  extremist           
risk   assessment   and   disengagement͘   

  

 

John   Cianchi   
Dr  Cianchi  focusses  on  developing  naƟonal  Countering  Violent  Extremism           
capabiliƟes  in  custodial  and  community  seƫngs,  including  violent          
extremism  risk  assessment,  diversion  and  rehabilitaƟon  programs͘  He  has           
a  background  in  public  administraƟon  and  correcƟons,  and  is  a            
nonͲjudicial  member  of  the  Australian  Capital  Territory  Sentence          
AdministraƟon   Board͘   
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Benjamin   Cook   
Benjamin  G  Cook  received  a  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Tasmania  in              
ϮϬϭϰ  and  has  furthered  his  Islamic  Studies  with  Charles  Sturt  University͘             
He  has  published  a  range  of  arƟcles  on  various  elements  of  Islam,  most               
recently  the  history  of  Sufism  in  Australia  and  a  comparaƟve  study  on              
Indigenous  spiritualiƟes  and  Islam͘  Benjamin  joined  CorrecƟve  Services          
NSW  as  a  Case  Management  Officer  at  Broken  Hill  CorrecƟonal  Centre             
and  has  been  the  acƟng  Religious  Support  Officer  with  PRISM  since  the              
beginning   of   ϮϬϮϭ͘   

  

  

Emily   Corner   
Dr  Emily  Corner  is  a  Senior  Lecturer  of  Criminology  at  the  Centre  for               
Social  Research  and  Methods  at  the  Australian  NaƟonal  University͘  Prior            
to  joining  the  ANU,  Emily  was  a  Research  Associate  at  the  department  of               
Security  and  Crime  Science  at  University  College  London,  working  on            
projects  examining  lone  and  groupͲbased  terrorism,  radicalisaƟon,  mass          
murderers,  and  fixated  individuals͘  Her  doctoral  research  focused  on           
examining  mental  disorders  and  terrorist  behaviour  and  won  the           
Terrorism  Research  IniƟaƟve s͛  Thesis  award  in  ϮϬϭϲ͘  She  has  published  in             
leading  psychology,  forensic  science,  criminology,  threat  assessment,  and          
poliƟcal  science  journals͘  She  has  worked  on  research  projects  funded  by             
Defence  Science  and  Technology  Laboratory,  the  European  Union,  the           
NaƟonal  InsƟtute  of  JusƟce,  the  Department  of  Defence,  and  the            
Department  of  Home  Affairs͘  Prior  to  her  doctoral  research  she  worked             
across  stepͲdown,  low,  and  medium  secure  psychiatric  hospitals,  in  both            
inpaƟent   and   outpaƟent   seƫngs͘   

 

Kerrie   Cowan   
Kerrie  is  a  government  lawyer  with  over  ϭϯ  years  experience  providing             
legal  advice  and  services  in  the  MigraƟon  and  CiƟzenship,  and  now  Home              
Affairs,  Porƞolio͘  Kerrie  is  currently  the  Principal  Legal  Officer  of  the             
NaƟonal  Security  Legal  SecƟon  in  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs  Legal             
Group͘  The  NaƟonal  Security  Legal  SecƟon  is  a  varied  legal  pracƟce             
providing  administraƟve  law  advice  ;with  a  focus  on  managing  legal  risk             
in  naƟonal  security  and  law  enforcement  maƩersͿ,  providing  legal           
support  for  naƟonal  security  and  law  enforcement  legislaƟon          
amendment  proposals  and  processes,  and  managing  conƟnuing         
detenƟon   order   liƟgaƟon   for   the   Department   of   Home   Affairs͘   
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Maggie   Cruickshank   
Maggie  Cruickshank  is  a  forensic  psychologist  who  has  worked  with            
CorrecƟve  Services  NSW  in  a  range  of  roles,  including  programs,            
management,  mental  health  and  serious  offender  assessment͘  She  has           
worked  with  the  ProacƟve  Integrated  Support  Model  ;PRISMͿ  team,           
within   Countering   Violent   Extremism   programs   for   Ϯ͘ϱ   years͘   

  

  

Katrina   Czerkies   
Katrina  ;or  KatͿ  is  a  Senior  Psychologist  with  the  ProacƟve  Assessment             
and  IntervenƟon  Service  ;PRAXISͿ,  Countering  Violent  Extremism  ;CVEͿ          
Programs͘  She  has  been  in  this  role  for  the  past  ϯ  years,  providing               
assessment  and  intervenƟons  for  individuals  idenƟfied  as  being  at  risk  of             
radicalisaƟon  and  those  convicted  of  violent  extremism  or  terrorism͘  Kat            
has  a  specific  interest  in  lone  actor  terrorism  and  ideologically  influenced             
grievance  fuelled  violence͘  Kat  has  been  employed  within  CSNSW  for  the             
past  ϭϳ  years,  having  held  various  posiƟons͖  both  in  the  community  and              
within  a  custodial  environment͘  She  has  extensive  experience  in  the            
provision  of  complex  case  assessment  and  management  as  well  as  high             
intensity  treatment  for  specific  offender  populaƟons͘  She  has  also           
assisted  in  the  development  of  policies,  procedures  and  treatment           
manuals  for  high  intensity  treatment  programs  as  well  as  managed            
different   therapeuƟc   units   ;i͘e͘,   VOTP,   IDATPͿ͘   
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Natalie   Davis   
Associate  Professor  and  Federal  Agent  Natalie  Davis  commenced  her           
policing  career  with  the  Australian  Federal  Police  in  ϭϵϴϳ,  and  has  diverse              
experience  in  criminal  invesƟgaƟons,  an  aƩachment  to  the  NaƟonal           
Crime  Authority  and  as  the  Principal  OperaƟonal  Psychologist͘  She  has            
been  an  operaƟonal  psychologist  in  the  AFP  for  more  than  ϮϬ  years  aŌer               
receiving  specialist  training  in  the  United  Kingdom͘  She  provides           
behavioural  science  advice  to  invesƟgaƟve  teams  and  operaƟons,  and           
oversight  of  operaƟonal  psychology  within  the  AFP͘   She  completed  a  PhD             
on  the  characterisƟcs  of  Australian  online  child  sex  offenders,  and  is             
currently   an   Adjunct   Associate   Professor   at   Deakin   University͘   
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Rachel   Deane   
Rachel  is  a  Senior  ExecuƟve  Lawyer  specialising  in  law  enforcement            
liƟgaƟon  and  advice  at  the  Australian  Government  Solicitor͘   She           
specialises  in  postͲsentence  liƟgaƟon  concerning  highͲrisk  terrorism         
offenders,  protecƟng  sensiƟve  naƟonal  security  informaƟon,  coronial         
inquests  and  Royal  Commissions,  parƟcularly  where  the  interests  of  law            
enforcement  agencies  are  affected͘  She  acted  for  the  Minister  for  Home             
Affairs  in  the  first  applicaƟon  for  a  conƟnuing  detenƟon  order  for             
highͲrisk  terrorism  offenders  under  the  Commonwealth s͛  legislaƟon͘  Her          
pracƟce  also  focuses  on  defending  law  enforcement  agencies  in           
challenges  to  their  criminal  invesƟgaƟve  processes  and  advising  law           
enforcement   agencies   during   the   criminal   invesƟgaƟve   process͘   

  

 

Matea   Doroc   
Dr  Doroc  is  a  Clinical  and  Forensic  Psychologist  with  over  ϭϱ  years͛              
experience  working  with  high  risk  and  complex  offender  cohorts  across            
prison  and  probaƟonary  seƫngs͘  Dr  Doroc  has  a  lead  role  in  the              
provision  of  clinical  service  delivery  for  violent  extremist  offenders,          
including  assessment,  intervenƟon,  case  management  and  transiƟon         
support͘  She  also  provides  expert  advice  on  best  pracƟce  strategies  for             
intervenƟon  and  management  of  highͲrisk  and  violent  extremist          
offenders  in  Victoria͘  Dr  Doroc  is  a  specialised  assessor  in  violent             
extremism  assessments  including  the  Radar,  Terrorist  RadicalizaƟon         
Assessment  Protocol  ;TRAPͲϭϴͿ  and  the  Violent  Extremist  Risk          
Assessment   ʹ    Version   Ϯ   ;VERAͲϮRͿ͘   

  

  

Danijela   Dragicevic   
Danijela  is  a  Forensic  Psychologist  who  has  been  with  CSNSW  for  the  past               
ϭϯ  years͘  She  started  as  a  psychologist  with  Statewide  Disability  Services             
in  the  AddiƟonal  Support  Unit͘  Danijela s͛  work  has  focused  on            
psychometric  assessments,  individual  therapy,  behavioural  intervenƟons        
and  crisis  management  of  clients  idenƟfied  as  having  an  intellectual            
disability  or  cogniƟve  impairment͘  As  part  of  her  posiƟon  with  the             
Statewide  Disability  Services,  she  delivered  groupͲbased  therapy  focused          
on  sexual  offending  behaviour  ;SRPͲSOͿ͘  Since  ϮϬϭϰ  she  has  been  part  of              
the  Violent  Offender  Treatment  Program  ;VOTPͿ,  and  facilitated          
groupͲbased  therapy  focused  on  violent  offending  behaviour  to  offenders           
idenƟfied   as   having   intellectual   disability   or   cogniƟve   impairment͘   
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Mariam   Farida   
Dr  Farida  is  an  educator  and  a  researcher͘   She  is  currently  a  Project               
Officer  with  Counter  Violent  Extremism  ;CVEͿ  programs  in  CSNSW  at            
ProͲacƟve  Integrated  Support  Model  ;PRISMͿ͘  She  has  been  awarded  her            
PhD  in  Security  Studies  and  Criminology  in  ϮϬϭϵ͘  Her  research            
publicaƟons  include  Middle  East  poliƟcs,  nonͲstate  groups,  terrorism,          
and  poliƟcal  violence͘  Her  research  has  been  published  in  journals  such             
as  InternaƟonal  Review  for  Social  Research,  Journal  for  Policing,           
Intelligence,  and  Counter  Terrorism,  and  Handbook  of  Terrorist  and           
Insurgent  Groups͗  A  Global  Survey  of  Threats,  TacƟcs,  and  CharacterisƟcs͘            
Dr  Farida s͛  work  on  terrorism  extended  beyond  research  to  include            
lecturing,  at  University  of  New  South  Wales  and  Macquarie  University,  on             
courses  such  as  Terrorism  networks,  CounterͲterrorism  strategies,  and          
NaƟonal  Security͘  Dr  Farida  also  supervises  a  number  of  PhD  researches             
in  the  School  of  Security  Studies  and  Criminology  at  Macquarie            
University͘  She  is  also  the  author  of  Religion  and  Hezbollah͗  PoliƟcal             
Ideology   and   LegiƟmacy   ;Routledge   ϮϬϮϬͿ͘   

  

 

Paul   Gill   
Paul  Gill  is  a  Professor  in  Security  and  Crime  Science  at  University  College               
London͘  Previous  to  joining  UCL,  Dr͘   Gill  was  a  postdoctoral  research             
fellow  at  the  InternaƟonal  Center  for  the  Study  of  Terrorism  at             
Pennsylvania  State  University͘  He  has  conducted  research  funded  by  the            
European  Research  Council,  Public  Safety  Canada,  Office  for  Naval           
Research,  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security,  DSTL,  the  European           
Union,  and  the  NaƟonal  InsƟtute  of  JusƟce͘  Dr͘   Gill  holds  a  Ph͘D͘  in               
PoliƟcal  Science,  an  M͘A͘  in  InternaƟonal  RelaƟons,  and  a  BSocSc;IntͿ            
from  the  School  of  PoliƟcs  and  InternaƟonal  RelaƟons  in  University            
College   Dublin,   Ireland͘   

  

 

Michele   Grossman   
Professor  Michele  Grossman  is  Research  Chair  in  Diversity  and           
Community  Resilience  at  the  Alfred  Deakin  InsƟtute  for  CiƟzenship  and            
GlobalisaƟon,  Deakin  University,  where  she  also  serves  as  Director  of  the             
Centre  for  Resilient  and  Inclusive  SocieƟes  ;CRISͿ  and  Convenor  of  the             
AVERT  Research  Network͘  Her  research  focuses  on  community          
perspecƟves  on  terrorism  and  violent  extremism,  supported  by  a  range            
of  naƟonal  and  internaƟonal  grant  awards͘  She  is  a  Robert  Schuman             
DisƟnguished  Scholar  Fellow  at  European  University  InsƟtute  in  Florence,           
a  VisiƟng  Professor  at  University  of  Huddersfield  in  the  UK,  an  Editorial              
Board  member  of   TeƌƌŽƌŝƐŵ  aŶd  PŽůŝƟcaů  VŝŽůeŶce  and  serves  on  the             
InternaƟonal  Advisory  Board  of  Hedayah  and  the  Commonwealth  CVE           
Scretariat s͛   Cadre   of   CVE   Experts͘   
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Muhammad   Iqbal   
Dr  Muhammad  Iqbal  is  a  Research  Fellow  at  the  InsƟtute  for  Sustainable              
Industries  and  Liveable  CiƟes  ;ISILCͿ,  Victoria  University,  Melbourne͘  He  is            
also  a  CI  in  the  Applied  Security  Science  Partnership  ;ASSPͿ,  which  brings              
together  policing  and  security  pracƟƟoners  with  academics  to          
collaboraƟvely  build  robust  evidence  on  behavioural  indicators  of  violent           
extremism͘  Dr  Iqbal  has  undertaken  quanƟtaƟve  research  on  the  issue  of             
violent  extremism  in  Australia  and  Indonesia,  and  has  uƟlised           
experimental  design,  data  mining,  web  scraping,  social  network  analysis,           
and   quanƟtaƟve   text   analysis   in   his   research͘   

  

 

Heather   Jackson   
Heather  Jackson  is  the  Program  Manager,  Engagement  and  Support           
Program  and  Step  Together  Helpline  that  operates  within  the  Office  of             
Community  Safety  and  Cohesion,  in  the  Department  of  CommuniƟes  and            
JusƟce͘  Prior  to  commencing  in  this  role,  Heather  was  the  Project             
Manager  in  the  Office  of  Assistant  Commissioner,  Community  CorrecƟons           
within  CorrecƟve  Services  NSW  ;CSNSWͿ  for  nine  years͘  This  role            
included  providing  advice  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  in  response  to            
the  management  of  high  risk  offenders͘  During  this  period,  Heather  acted             
as  Director,  Sex,  Violence  and  Terrorism  for  a  period  of  twelve  months͘              
This  role  included  responsibility  for  the  assessment,  applicaƟon  and           
management  of  offenders  subject  to  Terrorism  High  Risk  Offender           
legislaƟon͘  Prior  to  joining  CSNSW  Heather  was  an  Economic  StaƟsƟcian            
with   the   Australian   Bureau   of   StaƟsƟcs͘   

  

  

Richard   Johnson   
Dr  Johnson  is  First  Assistant  Secretary,  Social  Cohesion,  in  the            
Department  of  Home  Affairs͘  He  has  held  a  number  of  leadership  roles  in               
the  Department  and  the  Australian  government͘  These  include  as           
Minister  Counsellor  ;Home  AffairsͿ  at  Australia s͛  Permanent  Mission  to           
the  United  NaƟons  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  in  internaƟonal  policy  in             
the  Department  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  Cabinet͘  Richard  has  a  PhD  in               
the   history   of   poliƟcal   philosophy͘   
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David   Kernot   
David  Kernot  has  a  PhD  in  PoliƟcal  Science  and  InternaƟonal  RelaƟons             
from  the  Australian  NaƟonal  University s͛  NaƟonal  Security  College  where           
he  examined  cogniƟve  markers  of  playwrights,  poets,  novelists  and           
terrorists  from  their  wriƟng  style  to  create  linguisƟc  fingerprints͘  David  is             
a  senior  researcher  within  the  Defence  Science  and  Technology  Group s͛            
Intelligence  Analysis  Branch  where  he  leads  the  organisaƟon s͛  countering           
violent   extremism   research   programme͘   

  

 

Lydia   Khalil   
Lydia  Khalil  serves  as  the  coordinator  for  the  AVERT  Research  Network             
and  is  an  Associate  Fellow  at  Deakin  University  and  a  Research  Fellow  at               
the  Lowy  InsƟtute͘  She  has  a  broad  range  of  policy,  academic  and  private              
sector  experience,  and  has  spent  her  career  focusing  on  the  intersecƟon             
between  governance,  technology  and  security͘  Among  her  previous          
posiƟons,  she  served  as  a  poliƟcal  advisor  for  the  US  Department  of              
Defense,  a  senior  policy  advisor  to  the  Boston  Police  Department,            
working  on  countering  violent  extremism,  intelligence  and         
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This  special  issue  of  the  Journal  of  Policing  Intelligence  and  Counter  Terrorism  will  bring  together  papers                  
from  internaƟonal  academics  and  pracƟƟoners  exploring  current  and  emerging  VE  risk  assessment              
knowledge   and   pracƟce͘     

  
ContribuƟons   can   address,   but   are   not   limited   to,   the   following   themes͗   

  
Landscape:   

  
● What   are   the   current   and   emerging   trends   of   VE?   
● TheoreƟcal   and   empirical   evidence   bases   
● Reliability   and   validity   
● Methodology   and   design   
● The   similariƟes   and   differences   between   VE   risk   assessment   and   other   forms   of   risk   assessment   

  
Theories   and   frameworks   of   risk   assessments:   

  
What  are  the  current  and  emerging  assessment  frameworks  of  VE  risk  assessment  and  how  can  we  beƩer                   
understand͗   

● TheoreƟcal   and   empirical   evidence   bases   
● Reliability   and   validity   
● Methodology   and   design   
● The   similariƟes   and   differences   between   VE   risk   assessment   and   other   forms   of   risk   assessment   
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Application:   
  
● How  does  the  pracƟce  of  risk  assessments  inform  intervenƟons  and  what  are  the  challenges  of                 

applying   risk   assessments   tools?   ParƟcularly   in   relaƟon   to͗   
● Risk   management   
● Disguised   compliance   Ͳ   Managing   residual   risk   
● Sources   of   biases   
● ConfidenƟality   and   ethics   
● Using   mulƟple   risk   assessment   tools   to   inform   judgements   
● Using   risk   assessment   to   develop   law   enforcement   and   rehabilitaƟon   responses   Ͳ   Gender   
● Assessing   young   people   

  
Implications:   

  
● Is   there   a   way   to   demonstrate   effecƟve   risk   management   and   measure   change?  
● What   are   the   challenges   and   gaps?   

  
The   VE   landscape:   

  
● What   are   the   impacts   and   implicaƟons   of   VE   risk   assessment   on   the   internaƟonal   landscape?   
● The   needs   of   the   judiciary   
● Managing   offenders͗   compliance   vs   risk   
● ImplicaƟons   of   VE   risk   assessment   for   program   design   
● Unintended  consequences͗  conflicts  and  errors  in  VE  risk  assessment  Ͳ  Training  needs  of  risk  and                 

threat   assessors   
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Authors  are  encouraged  to  submit  highͲquality,  original  work  that  has  neither  appeared  in,  nor  is  under                  
consideraƟon   by,   other   journals͘   Manuscripts   should   be   submiƩed   to   ScholarOne   Manuscript   Central   below͘     

An  original  arƟcle  should  be  between  ϲ,ϬϬϬ  and  ϴ,ϬϬϬ  words,  inclusive  of  abstract,  references,  and                 
endnotes͘   A   minimum   of   two   files   should   be   prepared   for   submission͗   

ϭͿ  Title  page  including  Ɵtle,  author  names  and  details,  acknowledgements  as  well  as  funding  and                 
grantͲawarding   bodies͘   Please   ensure   you   include   the   Ɵtle   of   the   special   issue͘   

ϮͿ  Manuscript  Ͳ  anonymised  ;including  Ɵtle,  abstract  and  keywords  on  first  page͖  main  text͖  references͖                 
appendices  ;as  appropriateͿ͖  table;sͿ  with  capƟon;sͿ  ;on  individual  pagesͿ͖  figure  capƟon;sͿ  ;as  a  listͿ͘  If  you                  
are   including   tables   andͬor   figures   in   your   manuscript,   please   submit   these   as   addiƟonal   files͘  

  
Instructions   for   Authors   
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